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Regina Ungerer graduated from medical school in 1980 and specialized in Paediatrics and 
Neonatology. Four years later, she attended a Fellowship Programme at Latin American Centre 
of Perinatology and Human Development (CLAP), a specialized centre of the Pan American 
Health Organization/World Health Organization (PAHO/WHO) in Montevideo, Uruguay. 
After this intensive immersion training, Regina took part in an inter-institutional group of 
experts in charge of improving Maternal and Newborn care in Rio de Janeiro. 
In 1987, she became head of a newly created Neonatal Intensive Care Unit in a refurbished 
Maternity ward of a Federal Hospital in Rio de Janeiro. 
This experience let her to pursue a Masters (MSc) in the field of Mother and Child Health from 
Oswaldo Cruz Foundation (Fiocruz) in Rio de Janeiro. As part of her studies, she did an 
internship at the "Department d'Administration de la Santé"/ Université de Montréal 
conducting complementary research in children's health from July 1994 to June 1995. 
Returning to Brazil, she relocated to the Oswaldo Cruz Foundation as a Technical and 
International Cooperation Assistant at the National School of Public Health (ENSP/Fiocruz) 
where she became Project coordinator of a "Health Promotion in Action Project” developed in 
partnership with the Canadian Public Health Association (CPHA). 
In 2005 she joined the World Health Organization to coordinate the ePORTUGUESe Programme, 
a platform to strengthen collaboration among Portuguese-speaking countries in the areas of 
health information and capacity building of Human Resources for Health. 
During its 10 years, the ePORTUGUESe Programme grew into a network of health, information 
and International relation of institutions and health professionals able to use eHealth tools and 
exchanging experiences to support strengthen health systems in countries. 
In recognition of her work with the ePORTUGUESe Programme, she received an award from the 
UN Office for South-South Cooperation in 2012 during the UN South- South Global 
Development EXPO held in Vienna, Austria. 
Regina has experience in high-level negotiations, networking, South-South collaboration and , 
organization of events. She speaks fluently English, Spanish, Portuguese and French and she has 
been working in the field of Public Health and health promotion for more than 30 years. 
In 2015, Regina returned to Brazil and begun to work at the Global Health Centre at Oswaldo 
Cruz Foundation. 


